GARETH MOONEY

Tha Gurtar Guy Flayed Raal Cool
Fasdback And Supar Sounding Rifs
faaturas nsh paintar Garath Moonay's
portraits of musicians who inspired him.
Worddng from photos, Mooney prasants
a fan's-aya vaw of kiols such as MNall
oung, WA Oildham (oiciunad) and Mark
E Smith in thick, colourful off paint.

Was the act of painting
these pictures a form of
worship? Whan | was a
teanager | ahways had
[oatars U in ry roam,

ared this is a step above

that. It's a way of idolising
tham, but in & more parsonal
wiay than just buying a
postar. For exampla, whan |
wias painting Thom Yorke, |
wiould listen to Radichaad at
the sametima and the songs
wiolcl affiect how | pairtsd.
The painting of Will Oldham looks
rathar creapy. Was that dalibarate?

It gives the impression of Being quite a
corventional portrait, but if you kool at it
properly, it has a feal of skeare about it, as
he's sitting on a bed, he could be nakad
ard he has that look in his ave whara wou

con't raally know what his nteritions are.
His music has thoss undertones.
Do your pictures reflact the distance
between an idol's image and reality?
ez, soma of tha paopla wears quits
chfficult to paint becauss | stared at
thasir pictures and realisad that they don't
look quite as you imagine tham. With
Back, | had to restart four or five times
bacausa | just couldn't get it rght.
Did you look at other people’s fan art
2 for research? | looked at a
J few of thoss picturss, but
sl whan | e-mailed peopk to
azk about tham, they would
oftan gat quite anxious and
ambarassad and woulkdn't
wiant to talk about the
reasons bahind doing theam.
Whose real-life portrait
would you most like
to paint? | would love o
mest Captain Beafhaart,
becauss he'ls 2uch a strangs
charactar and he's a paintar himsalf,
Everything about him intriguess me: his
mLzic, his life, his pairtings, Abi Bliss
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